
Celebrating
the Passover
AN INVITATION & GUIDE TO

CELEBRATING



The Passover has been celebrated by Jewish people for thousands of years – ever
since God instituted this celebration in Exodus 12. It began as the Israelites were
living in Egypt as slaves to Pharaoh. They were told what they could and couldn't do.
One of the things they were told they could not do was to worship God properly.
This weighed heavily on the people's heart. God sent Moses, a redeemer, to speak on
God's behalf to Pharaoh to ask that the people could be able to leave to go and
worship God properly. What did Pharaoh say? If you have ever taught this story to
kids, now would be the perfect time to yell (all together at the top of our lungs): "NO!"
Pharaoh said no. God brought plagues down on Egypt to show Pharaoh that He is
God and He is commanding that he let His people go worship. Pharaoh's prideful
heart saw his own people suffering through famine, plagues of boils, locusts, crops
and cattle dying, and yet still refused to let his slaves go. God sent the final plague -
the angel of death - into the city to kill all the first born sons. God wanted to protect
His people from this final and horribly disastrous plague and so He gave them
instructions on how to prepare to leave and to keep their family safe. He told them
to sacrifice a year old male lamb, to paint the blood on their doorposts, to roast the
lamb in bitter herbs, to make bread without yeast, and to eat the food with their
shoes on, staff in hand and ready to go as a sign of faith and anticipation for what
was to come . . . their mass exodus from Egypt. God's instructions allowed the
Israelites to celebrate the first Passover meal in faith before they witnessed God's
protection. They prepared their celebration and celebrated together before they had
something to celebrate. They celebrated their deliverance while still under the yoke
of slavery in anticipation and faith for God to do what He said. And, like He has
always done, God followed through with what He said, leading His people out of
Egypt and eventually into a land that He had promised for them. 

Each year afterwards (besides a few disobedient ones!) the Israelites would celebrate
Passover and they would remember how God used Moses to lead them out of Egypt
into freedom. And, each time as they gathered with their families and community to
celebrate, they prepared their tables as God had commanded, all while God
prepared their hearts for the great and wonderful redemptive plan of Jesus. The
Exodus foreshadows an even greater deliverance: the ultimate deliverance of our
souls through the death of Christ on the cross. 

Why should we celebrate Passover now adays? I mean, it’s not really a matter of
whether or not we should but whether or not we want to take any opportunity we
can to celebrate Jesus and remind ourselves of us faithfulness – now and
forevermore. 

 JUST INE  DUECK

A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  C E L E B R A T E  P A S S O V E R :

R E A D ,  R E F L E C T  &  P R E P A R E



PASSOVER CELEBRATION

TABLE SET UP
Tears are salty. This
reminds us of the Israelites
slavery & hardship in Egypt
and that we were once
slaves to sin. 

This reminds us
of the lamb that
was sacrificed.

The egg is a
circle which
reminds us of
God's unending
love for us.

This is a sweet apple
mixture. It reminds
us of the hope we
have. Look up a
recipe online!

Since Passover is originally a Jewish celebration, we will light the
candle to remind us of Jesus - the light of the World and the
reason we have to celebrate. 

Have a glass of wine (or grape juice) ready to take communion . . . and
to enjoy with your meal!

We will be reading a ton of Scripture together. Ask everyone you
are celebrating with to bring their Bible along to participate in
reading God's Word. 

This is Matzah (unleavened bread).  You can buy at the store, make a
recipe online, or use crackers!

Collect and ready the following items. They will  be used in your celebration of Passover!

This reminds
us of the
bitter life we
had before
we came to
trust Jesus.

This greenery reminds
us of the new life we
have in Christ. 

We will use a bowl of water and a towel to wash our hands as we read
about the New Covenant Passover.



B E F O R E  S T A R T I N G

 

E A T  D I N N E R .  W H E T H E R  Y O U ' V E  M A D E
S O M E T H I N G  S P E C I A L  A N D  F A N C Y  T O  E A T  O R

N O T ,  E A T  B E F O R E  Y O U  S T A R T  G O I N G
T H R O U G H  T H E  P A S S O V E R  G U I D E !  I ' V E  M A D E
T H E  M I S T A K E  I N  P R E V I O U S  Y E A R S  O F ,  O N C E
T H E  F O O D  I S  R E A D Y ,  T O  P A U S E  T O  D O  T H E

R E F L E C T I O N  G U I D E .  T H E  F O O D  W I L L  G E T
C O L D !  I N S T E A D ,  U S E  I T  A S  A N  A F T E R  M E A L ,
B E F O R E  D E S S E R T  K I N D  O F  A C T I V I T Y .  D O  A S

M U C H  O R  A S  L I T T L E  A S  Y O U ' D  L I K E .  I T ' S
Y O U R  C E L E B R A T I O N  A F T E R  A L L !  

H A P P Y  C E L E B R A T I N G !



Passover Celebration
Reflection Guide 



Introduction &
candle lighting

Read :  Throughou t  t he  B i b l e ,  God ’ s  p rom i ses  po in t  towards  t he
coming  Mess i ah  –  t he  Sav io r .  The  O ld  Tes t ament  i s  f i l l ed  w i t h
s to ry  a f te r  s to ry  o f  God  send ing  many  sav io r  a rche types  to
de l i ve r  H i s  peop l e  f rom d i f f i cu l t i e s :  Moses ,  J o shua ,  Deborah ,
J e rem iah ,  Samue l ,  E s the r  and  Dav id  ( to  name a  f ew) .  God  used
these  imper fec t  s av io r s  to  l e ad  H i s  peop l e  ou t  o f  s l ave ry ,  to
w in  war s  aga i n s t  opp resso r s  and  to  gu ide  t hem i n  c l a im ing  H i s
p rom i ses .  Bu t ,  t hese  sav io r s  cou ld  no t  s ave  t hem f rom the
wors t  cha i n s  o f  a l l  –  t he i r  s i n s  and  t he i r  d i sobed ience  towards
God .  The re  i s  on ly  one  who  i s  wor thy  and  capab l e  to  b r i ng
abou t  such  wonder fu l  and  who le  hea l i ng  fo r  t he  wor l d  .  .  .  on ly
one  t rue  and  pe r fec t  s av io r  .  .  .  a nd  t ha t  i s  God  H imse l f .

Act ion :  L igh t  t he  cand l e  and  read  John  1 : 1-18  
P ray  and  t hank  God  fo r  send ing  J e sus  to  save .  



Read :  Thousands  o f  yea r s  ago  God  c rea ted  t he  wor l d  and  named  a  peop l e  fo r
H imse l f  c a l l ed  t he  I s r ae l i t e s .  H i s  peop l e  g rew and  were  b l e s sed ,  j u s t  l i ke  He
p rom i sed .  They  had  been  l i v i ng  i n  t he  l and  o f  Egyp t ,  and  soon ,  t he re  were
more  I s r ae l i t e s  t han  Egyp t i ans .  The  Egyp t i ans  go t  wor r i ed .  The  g rowing
number  o f  I s r ae l i t e s  i n t im ida ted  t hem and  so  t hey  dec ided  t hey  were  go ing
to  t ake  back  t he i r  l a nd  and  opp ress  God ’ s  peop l e .  They  pu t  t he  I s r ae l i t e s  i n to
s l ave ry ,  mak i ng  t hem work  ha rd  to  bu i l d  t he  Egyp t i an  emp i re .  God ’ s  peop l e
were  sad  and  fe l t  l i ke  t hey  had  no  hope .  Bu t  God  sen t  a  man  named  Moses  to
save  H i s  peop l e  f rom Egyp t  and  he l p  t hem escape  to  a  beau t i f u l  l a nd  o f
f r eedom tha t  God  p rom i sed  t hem .  Th i s  beau t i f u l  l a nd  wou ld  be  a  p l ace  where
God ’ s  peop l e  cou ld  worsh i p  H im f ree ly  and  have  eve ry th i ng  t hey  needed .
Eve ry  yea r ,  God ’ s  peop l e  remember  how God  saved  them and  took  t hem to
the  beau t i f u l  P rom i sed  Land .  They  remember  and  ce l eb ra te  God ’ s  l ove  fo r
t hem by  hav i ng  a  mea l  ca l l ed  Passove r .
Act ion :  Read  Exodus  5 : 1-22
Seder  Symbo l i sm :  The  I s r ae l i t e s  were  s l aves  i n  Egyp t  –  l e t ’ s  r emember  t ha t
t he i r  l i ves  were  b i t t e r  and  ha rd  by  scoop ing  some maro r  ( ho r se rad i sh )  on to  a
p i ece  o f  ma tzah  (un l eavened  b read)  and  ea t i ng  i t .  
Seder  Symbo l i sm :  Now ,  d i p  t he  pa r s l ey  i n  t he  sa l t  wa te r  ( eve ryone  t akes  a
b i t e ! ) .  Pa s sove r  i s  a  ho l i day  t ha t  comes  i n  t he  sp r i ng t ime  when  the  ea r t h  i s
becoming  g reen  and  eve ry th i ng  i s  com ing  back  to  l i f e .  Th i s  pa r s l ey  w i l l
r em ind  us  o f  l i f e ,  g i ven  and  sus t a i ned  by  God .  Bu t ,  l i f e  i n  Egyp t  fo r  t he
ch i l d ren  o f  I s r ae l  was  a  l i f e  o f  pa i n ,  su f f e r i ng  and  tea r s .  Th i s  s a l t  wa te r  can
rem ind  us  o f  t ha t  because  tea r s  a re  s a l ty .  
Re f l ec t ion :  The  I s r ae l i t e s  were  hav i ng  a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime  i n  Egyp t ,  bu t  God  hea rd
the i r  c r i e s  fo r  he l p .  Take  some t ime  to  wr i t e  down some o f  t he  ha rdsh i p s  t ha t
you  m igh t  be  f ac i ng  r i gh t  now .  G ive  t hose  ove r  to  J e sus .  
Have  someone  read  1  Pe te r  5 :6-7  and  t hen  p r ay ,  t hank i ng  J e sus  fo r  t he  ways
He  sees  us  and  ca res  abou t  ou r  s i t ua t ions .  

 God meets you in your
difficulties

Remembering the Original Passover



Have  someone  read  Romans  8 :38 .  
P lay  the  song :  “Ra ise  a  Ha l l e lu jah ”  by  Be the l  Mus ic .  Spend  t ime
re f l ec t i ng  &  worsh ipp ing  to  th i s  song .  
Eve ryone  take  an  oppor tun i t y  to  sha re  a  t ime  when  you  t rus ted  God
to  come th rough  fo r  you  and  He  d id .  

Read:  Th ings  fe l t  hope less  fo r  t he  I s rae l i t es  i n  Egyp t .  Bu t  God  has
proven  t ime  and  t ime  aga in  tha t  He  i s  i n  con t ro l ,  t ha t  He  i s  on  the i r
s ide  and  tha t  He  has  a  p lan .  Th roughou t  Sc r ip tu re  God  reminds  H is
peop le  o f  a l l  t ha t  He  d id  to  de l i ve r  t hem in  Egyp t .  When  they  doub t ,
He  o f ten  says  “ remember  wha t  I  d id  fo r  you r  ances to rs  i n  the  l and  o f
Egyp t? ”  Somet imes  we  have  to  ho ld  on to  ou r  own  “Egyp t  De l i ve rance ”
moments .  When  l i f e  ge ts  d i f f i cu l t  i t ’ s  t oo  easy  to  fo rge t  abou t  how
God has  come th rough  in  the  pas t .  When  we  fo rge t  how He  came
th rough  fo r  us  i n  the  pas t ,  i t ’ s  ha rd  to  t rus t  H im in  the  p resen t .
Ce leb ra t i ng  the  Passover  was  one  o f  t he  ways  tha t  t he  I s rae l i t es
reminded  themse lves  i n  the  p resen t  o f  someth ing  awesome God  had
done  fo r  t hem in  the  pas t .  As  we  ce leb ra te  Passover ,  we  can  choose
to  remember  and  re f l ec t  on  God ’s  fa i t h fu lness  as  we l l .  
Act ion:  Read  Exodus  6 :1 -8
Seder  Symbol ism:  Sp read  some o f  t he  swee t  app le  m ix tu re  (Harose t )
on  the  ma tzah  to  ea t .  The  swee t  ha rose t  rem inds  us  tha t  God  a lways
has  a  p lan .  There  i s  hope  even  in  the  mos t  hope less  and  b i t t e r
c i r cums tances .  
Ref lec t ion:
1 .
2 .

3 .

Trust that God has a plan
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Read :  God ’ s  de l i ve r ance  o f  H i s  peop l e  i n  Egyp t  fo reshadowed  the
u l t ima te  p l an  o f  s a l va t ion  fo r  t he  wor l d  f rom the  wors t  bondage
and  the  ha rdes t  opp resso r .  A  p l an  t ha t  made  a  way  to  f r eedom
and  re l a t i onsh i p  w i t h  God  –  shou ld  we  choose  to  accep t  i t .  The
l amb  whose  b lood  marked  t he  doorpos t s  o f  t he  I s r ae l i t e  homes
o f fe red  p ro tec t ion  so  t ha t  t he  ange l  o f  dea th  wou ld  ‘ p a s s  ove r ’
t he i r  homes .  Th i s  r em inds  us  o f  Ch r i s t ’ s  p ro tec t ion  ove r  us .  When
we accep t  J e sus  i n to  ou r  hea r t s  and  c l a im  H im as  Lo rd  o f  ou r
l i ves ,  H i s  b lood  wh ich  was  sp i l l ed  t h rough  H i s  dea th  on  t he  c ross ,
cove r s  us ;  t he  power  o f  ( sp i r i t ua l )  dea th  passes  ove r  us  a s  we l l .
God  saves !  
Act ion :  Read  Exodus  12 : 1-14 :4
Seder  Symbo l i sm :  The  roas ted  l amb  bone  rep resen t s  t he  l amb
whose  b lood  marked  t he  houses  o f  t he  ch i l d ren  o f  I s r ae l ,
s i gn i fy i ng  t he i r  obed ience  to  God ’ s  command .  They  pa i n ted  t he
b lood  o f  t he  l amb  on  t he  doorpos t s  and  t he  Lo rd  knew tha t  t hey
were  H i s  peop l e  and  He  saved  them .  The  l amb  bone  a l so  rem inds
us  o f  J e sus ,  t he  l amb  o f  God ,  and  H i s  s ac r i f i ce .  When  we  accep t
J e sus  H i s  b lood  saves  us  too !
Act ion :  Read  John  3 : 16-17
Seder  Symbo l i sm :  The  egg  rem inds  us  o f  t he  new b i r t h  and  new
l i f e  t ha t  we  have  i n  J e sus !  The  shape  o f  t he  egg  shows  no
beg inn i ng  and  no  end  –  j u s t  l i ke  God ’ s  l ove  fo r  u s .  The  who le
reason  t ha t  t he re  was  any  p l an  to  save  t he  wor l d  i n  t he  f i r s t
p l ace  was  because  o f  God ’ s  neve r  end ing ,  a l l  consum ing ,  pe r fec t
l ove  fo r  u s .

The plan of
salvation

Remembering the Original Passover



Matzah  (b read) :  Th i s  i s  t he  b read  t ha t  t he  I s r ae l i t e s  were
asked  to  make  be fo re  t hey  f l ed  Egyp t  on  t he  n igh t  t he  f i r s t
bo rn  o f  t he  Egyp t i ans  d i ed .  I t  i s  d i f f e ren t  f rom mos t  b read
because  i t  i s  f l a t .  They  d idn ’ t  have  t ime  to  l e t  i t  r i s e  because
they  needed  to  escape .  J e sus  b roke  t he  b read  and  gave  i t  to
them ,  s ay i ng ,  “ Th i s  i s  my  body  wh ich  i s  g i ven  fo r  you ;  do  t h i s
i n  r emembrance  o f  Me . ”  Luke  22 :19 .  Ea t  t he  b read  i n
remembrance  o f  J e sus .  
Cup  (w ine) :  Make  a  toas t  to  J e sus .  P r ay  and  t hank  H im fo r
coming  to  save .  Pa r t ake  i n  t he  commun ion  cup .   

Read :  I f  you  weren ’ t  a l r eady  conv inced  t ha t  t he  Passove r  i n
Exodus  po in t s  to  t he  New Tes t ament  Exodus  o f  God ’ s  peop l e ,
t hen  t h i s  s im i l a r i ty  w i l l  d r i ve  t h i s  po in t  home .  J e sus  and  H i s
f r i ends  were  ce l eb ra t i ng  t h i s  ve ry  O ld  Tes t ament  Passove r
i n s t i t u ted  by  God  fo r  t he i r  “ La s t  Suppe r ” .  I t  was  on  t he  ve ry
n igh t  o f  Pas sove r ,  a s  t he  J ews  a l l  ga the red  to  rem ind  t hemse lves
o f  God ’ s  f a i t h fu l ness  and  ce l eb ra te  a l l  t h a t  God  had  done  fo r  t he i r
ances to r s  i n  Egyp t ,  t h a t  J e sus  was  be t r ayed  and  l ed  l i ke  a  l amb  to
the  s l augh te r .  Was  t h i s  j u s t  a  co i nc idence?  No !  I t  was  a  p rom i se
made  by  God  a t  t he  beg inn i ng  o f  t ime  be i ng  comp le te ly  and
to ta l l y  f u l f i l l ed .  

COMMUNION
Act ion :  Read  Luke  22 :1-23  ( t ake  commun ion)

1 .

2 .

Communion
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Read :  J e sus  came  to  ea r t h  to  save  us  and  to  conquer  ou r  enem ies ,
bu t  He  a l so  came to  show us  how to  l i ve .  One  o f  t he  f i n a l
messages  t ha t  J e sus  wan ted  to  l e ave  H i s  d i sc i p l e s  w i t h  was  “ l ove
one  ano the r  j u s t  a s  I  have  l oved  you . ”  He  sa i d  t ha t  t ha t ’ s  how
othe r s  w i l l  know tha t  we  a re  H i s  d i sc i p l e s  .  .  .  i f  we  love  one
anothe r .  Lov ing  means  se rv i ng .  Lov ing  means  pu t t i ng  o the r s
above  ou r se l ves .  Lov ing  means  be i ng  se l f l e s s ,  p a t i en t  and  k i nd .
And ,  l ov i ng  means  sha r i ng  t he  Good  News  o f  God ’ s  l ove  w i th
those  we  encoun te r .  
 
Act ion :  Read  John  13 : 1-17  
Each  pe r son  w i l l  wash  t he i r  hands  w i th  t he  bow l  a t  t he  t ab l e .
Eve ryone  i s  to  name a  pe r son  i n  t he i r  l i ves  t ha t  doesn ’ t  know
Jesus  –  someone  tha t  t hey  can  sha re  t h i s  message  o f  God ’ s  l ove
and  sa l va t ion  w i th .  Then  eve ryone  w i l l  t a ke  some t ime  to  p r ay  fo r
t hose  peop l e  t hey  l i s t ed .   

Living the life of
Christ
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Ca l l  and  response :

Leade r :  G ive  t hanks  to  God ,  fo r  He  i s  good ,
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  G ive  t hanks  to  t he  Lo rd  o f  l o rds ,
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who a lone  has  done  g rea t  wonder s
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who made  the  heavens
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who sp read  ou t  t he  ea r t h  on  t he  wa te r  
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who made  the  g rea t  l i gh t s ,  t he  sun  to  ru l e  t he  day
the  moon  and  s t a r s  to  ru l e  t he  n igh t
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who s t ruck  down Egyp t ’ s  f i r s t bo rn ,  and  b rough t
I s r ae l  ou t  f rom among  them ,  w i t h  a  m igh ty  hand  and  an
ou t s t re tched  a rm
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who sp l i t  t he  Red  Sea  and  made  I s r ae l  c ross  r i gh t
t h rough  i t  bu t  swept  Pha raoh  and  h i s  a rmy i n to  t he  Red  Sea
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  to  h im  who l ed  h i s  peop l e  t h rough  the  dese r t ,
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r
Leade r :  G ive  t hanks  to  t he  God  o f  heaven .
ALL :  fo r  h i s  g r ace  con t i nues  fo reve r

Psa lm  136 :1-16 ,  26
 

 Benediction



Created by: Justine Joy

I am so glad that you chose to
make celebrating Passover a part
of your Holy Week reflections
and festivities this year! If you
enjoyed this guide, feel free to
share it with others. Note that

this is not a comprehensive guide
or a complete, traditional 'how to'
celebrate Passover. Rather it is a
combination of how Justine and
her family celebrate along with
exerpts and guidance from the
book The Messianic Passover
Haggadah by Barry & Steffi

Rubin.  

 Thank you!


